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336-501-1432
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Video links:

Live on the Good Morning Show- Greenshoro, NC
April 27, 2015

hitp://www.wfmynews?2.com/story/life/2015/04/27/local-musician-trending-on-amazon/26449429/

Lyrics Video
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=05hGTTrWfzo




. “you might not know who Clay is before you spin this, but you
will by the end of this record.

On display is a man that spins out one great song after another.
This is truly just a great rock record.

| am sure that many will try and call this Alternative or Indie
but this is just an awesome rock record. Clay has a voice that
is just made for great rock songs. His searing voice has the
ahility to soar into the heavens while possessing the grit of

a soul that has lived life the hard way.

While nay sayers of the rock quote cliche cracks about how
“it all sounds the same” obviously they haven't heard Clay
and his band in action. *

Michael Smith,
Freelance Music Writer,
Canada

www.clayhoward.com
www.thesilveralerts.com
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“Clay built a formidalble reputation with his band Stratocruiser,
which spent years making some of the best original rock music
to roll out of North Carolina.

Now Clay has a solo album, “Who The Hell Is Clay Howard" and
itis a MONSTROUSLY GREAT disc.

Howard has long been one of the great under-recognized rock
vocalists, and on this disc he marries that great voice to a batch
of terrific original songs that stick the big hooks that are the
hallmarks of grand power-pop within sparse-but-perfect
arrangements that rock hard without sacrificing one smidgen
of melodic allure.

Itis one of the best albums | have heard this year. "

Ed Bumgardner,
Freelance Music Writer,
Former Contributor, Rolling Stone Magazine
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Clay Howard proves rock music isn’t dead

— April 30,2015

14 cotriap

BY EDDIE HUFFMAN
Special to Go Triad

Triad rocker Clay Howard’s
solo debut album showed up
between two Led Zeppelin LPs on
Amazon's list of Classic Rock best-
sellers last week, exactly where he
and his producer, Brynn Arens,
would have wanted it.

“(Arens) said, ‘Rock music’s
dead — why am I doing this?"'”
Howard said during a recent
interview at his Kernersville
home. “It's funny — he often says
that he’s the guy in the bushes
that nobody told the war was
over.”

Arens, who lives in
Minneapolis, produced “Who
the Hell is Clay Howard?"” He
leads the Oddfathers and fronted
Flipp in the 1990s. The Internet
allowed him to produce and
play most of the instruments on
Howard's solo debut album from
1,100 miles away.

“It's really not rocket science
when you've got somebody as
good as him,” Arens said.

Howard, 46, will showcase his
new album May 8 at the Garage
in Winston-Salem, backed by
an all-star band of Triad rock-
ers: Doug Davis, Jerry Chapman,
Aaron Burkey and Corky
McClellen. Davis runs a home
studio, plays in multiple bands
and organizes several Vagabond
Saints Society's cover-show
extravaganzas every year, with
Howard one of many guest vocal-
ists.

“He had originally talked to
me about producing an album,”
Davis said. “This guy made a
totally different album than I

- would have made, and I think it
suits him to a tee.”

Davis also organizes the
Monday Morning 3AM Music
Club, where some of the best
songwriters in the Triad (and
beyond) commit to writing,

- recording and posting a new song

online every week.

“I blame Doug Davis for this
whole record,” Howard said. “1
thought, ‘That’s a great idea —
make yourself write a whole song
aweek."”

COURTESY OF BILL HUTCHINS
Singer-songwriter Clay Howard of Kernersville, who just released his
first solo album, will perform May 8 at The Garage in Winston-Salem.

He ended up writing 17 songs
in 17 weeks, striving to match the
standard set by his fellow club
members. The album'’s first track,
a blistering rocker called “LOL,”
was written for the club.

Howard and Arens share a love
for classic rock by the likes of
Alice Cooper, Mott the Hoople
and Cheap Trick. “Who the Hell
is Clay Howard?" has echoes of
KISS, Van Halen, the Cult and
Billy Squier. There are synthesiz-
ers, power ballads, Iyrics about a
crazy train and big, nasty guitars.

“Doug said it was an even mix
of Cheap Trick, Rick Springfield,
Foreigner and the Osmonds,”
Howard said with a laugh.

Singer and producer spent
plenty of time conferring online

:| via FaceTime, but they have yet to

occupy the same room since they
started working together.

The two met briefly about 20
years ago when Howard saw Flipp
open for Cheap Trick, then recon-
nected when Arens expressed
interest in buying a Waterstone
guitar.

Howard markets and distrib-
utes guitars for the Nashville-
based instrument maker from
the Nussbaum Center for
Entrepreneurship in Greensboro,
where he is vice president. He
first asked Arens to play a guitar
solo on one song, but the project
quickly snowballed when Arens
liked what he heard-and juiced up
Howard’s recording, then asked
him to send more.

“God has certainly decided to
give Clay Howard a great voice,”
Arens said.

Howard honed that voice in
a series of Piedmont bands dat-
ing back to the late 1980s. His
previous groups include Society’s
Child, Diggin' Taters and Barely
White, But Howard spent the
most time in the power-pop
band Stratocruiser with guitarist-
songwriter Mike Nicholson, a
Greensboro native. Nicholson
wrote music and Howard wrote
lyrics, and they recorded six
albums during an 11-year run.

Recording and marketing his
first solo album is only a small
fraction of how Howard occupies

his time. He regularly performs
solo acoustic cover shows at local
bars and restaurants, including
WineStyles in Greensboro and
J.P. Looney’s in Oak Ridge and
Kernersville. He also has written
two children’s books: “Escaping
the Naughty List” and “The
Energy Thief.”

Howard, a native of Tupelo,
Miss., is married and has four
children. He also coaches his
son's basketball team. (Howard is
6-foot-9 and briefly played basket-
ball for an NCAA Division I team
in college after making a name
for himself at Southeast Guilford
High School.) It was Arens'’s idea
to have his children sing backup -
on “LOL,” a la the chorus of kids
in Alice Cooper’s “School’s Out.”

“We had been talking about
Alice Cooper,” Howard said. “We
talk about classic Tock all the
time. He said, "You know, man,
that would be perfect for the end
of “LOL"!" I said, ‘I don't hear it,
but OK." He goes, 'I want 'em to
sing, ‘Yeah, yeah, yeah, whoo!"”

Having a father who works in
a business incubator has appar-
ently had an impact on Howard's
children.

“Ava, who's my 11-year-old,
she goes, "We're not gonna do it
unless you pay us,’” he said. “I.
went, “Well, how much?’ And she
went, ‘Five bucks — apiece.””

Contact Eddie Huffman at huff-
man.eddie@gmail.com and follow
@eddiehuffman on Twilter.
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teran Triad rocker Clay Howard
is known for his booming voice
and his yvears as the front man
for bands like stratocruiser

and Diggin” Taters, He's a regular on the
acoustic-cover cirouit as well, having eamed
his stripes over the years, homng his guitar
playing and vocal delivery both on the road
and in crass-town solo gigs.

Howard, 46, puts every bit of his talent
and experience into his first solo alburm,
Whao the Hefl Is Clay Howard, set to hit the
streets April 17 at a release party at Zigey"™s
Rock House Tawern In \Winston-Salem.

Howard said he's been lucky to always be
in bands with great guitar players, songwrit-
ing partners who split the writing dutiesin
half on each record. He picked up the guitar
somewhere around 1990 in onder to flesh
ot sorg ideas on his own, but prirmarily
contributed lyrics and melodies to songs
far the bands, He left the music writing
duties to Mike Micholson in stratocniser,
Benjy Johmson in Diggin® Taters and George
Wagner in his first band, Society's Child.

A native of Tupelo, Mississippi, Howard
micved to Greensbono with his family when
he was in middle school. He first got the no-
tion wihen he was in fourth
grade, telling his brother
that he was going tobe a
rock star someday, It wasn't
wnitil his teenage years that
he began taking stepsin
that direction, penning
simple rhyming lyrics while
in detention at Southeast
Guilford High School, and
Later recording overdubs
to Jesse's Girl' and "Surfin’
USA at a vocal booth at
Carowinds.

After working with o many cuality musi-
cians over the years, Howard said he wanted
the challenge of producing an alburm in
which he composed both the music and
the Iyrics, He was curiows what the process
would be like,

"This one was just me, the music and
the melodies and the lyrics," Howard said.
“After 10 years of doing it the other way,
where | didn't write any muslc, | didn't know
if | could do it or not. | just didn’t have to.

[ They ) wrote great muslc and didn't need
me to write anything, This one was a lot of
fun and it was all on me."

Who the Hell is Clay Howard is a 10-song
collection of straight rock tumes, the kind of
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tunes Howard grew up admiring in bands
like Cheap Trick, Electric Light Orchestra and
others. Howard wrote seven songs on the
alburm and co-wrote three with producer
Brymin Arens, a Minneapolis-based rocker
who is the lead singer and guitarist for The
Dddfathers, and former lead singer of 90°%
fawarites, Flipp.

Howard reached out to Arens “on a Lark,”
he says, to see if Arens would play one lead
solo on a track, The relationship grew from
there, with the two collaborating on one
song, and then another, until Arens told him
to keep sending stuff “wndil it wasn't fun
anymorne,”

The two collaborate via filesharing and
Facetime, with Howard reconding tracks
at home or in Benjy Johnson's studio, and
sending them up to Arens, who often re-
tracks guitars.

Howard credits Arens and a songwriting
group. the Monday Morming 3 a.m. Song-
writers Growp, with helping him continue to
grow asa lyricist and misician.

One of Howard's favorite tracks on the
album began as an acoustic lullaby to his
children, which Arens tumed into an ondhes-
trated rock anthem.

It's Allin Front of You'” is-a big, Led
Zepplin-esque journey that starts off slow
and sparse, building into
awall of Layensd guitars,
complete with tempo shifts
and a complex bridge.

The songwriting group
forces him to focws on his
craft in those hours he can
carve away from his job
responsibilities at The Nuss-
baum Center in Greensboro
and his dutles as a husbamd
and father to four children,

"Wou have to write a song
aweek or you are eliminated,” Howard said,

“That has really kept me on task. The caliber

of those writers is fantastic, so you don't
want to throw crappy songs out thene into
the mix because they are going to call you
o it, It's mot really competitive, bt itisin
that you dom't want to put out sormething
bad, That really kept me on rmy game.”

Arens, in tum, was often unforgiving,
serving as both a taskmaster and a mentor,
Howard admits he's the worst at writing
bridges — tempo and key shifts that add
depth to rock and pop tracks — but that
Arens woubdn't let him slide, forcing him to
rewrite material until the idea became fully
fleshed out.

“He put a lot of pressure on me to make

COURTESY PHOTO

Clay Howard will release his solo CD
April 17 at Ziggy's Rock House Tavern.

that happen on these songs,” Howand said.
“It can be kind of freeing for someone to say
‘hey man, you can do better™

After more than 20 years on the rock and
roll stage, Howard retains that early swag-
ger, but with an eye for the future,

A ot of it now has to do with the chal-
lenge,” Howard said, “Can | write another
song? Cam | write another decent song that
impresses me first and then put it in front of
people ™

Arens said that he enjoys working with
Howard, who he described as having a voice
that “legends are made of."

“The effortiess delivery and tone in his
voice is something only God can make
happen,” Arens said. “It reminds me a bit of
Bally Squire, or maybe Loy Gramm minus the
Cheese”

Fans of rock will delight in what Howand
and Arens have produced, with the variety
of straight rock, rock ballads, and retro
anthems delivering a solid listeming experi-
ENCE. L

WANMNA

Clay Howard will debut tracks from Who the
Hell is Clay Howard at 2iggy's Rock House
Tavern, 170 W. 9th 5t in Winston-5alem, on
Friday, Apeil 17, Howard will be backed by The
Silver Alerts (Dowg Davis, Jerry Chapman,
Aaron Burkoy, Corkey MoClellan). Tickets ara
$7 and the show starts at 9 p.m.
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Radio Play:
Stations/Podcasts Playing my new single,
“Never Give It Away":

WMEL- Melbourne, FL
106.5 The End- Charlotte, NC
KOMY FM- Maui, Hi
KORL FM- Honolulu, HI
KIOW FM- lowa
WROM- Detroit (online)
Pop that Goes Crunch- Live 365 internet
Plastico Elastico- Madrid
WQFS- 90.9 Greenshoro
Southwaves Radio UK
The Less Desirables podcast!
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LOCAL MUSICIAN TRENDING ON AMAZON
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